Art

6i biét vé nha suu tap Loan de Fontbrune

tinh c6 qua mot bai viét dai gan 4.000

chit cia nha bao Pham Cong Luan véi

tiéu dé “Qué huong diém 4o ctia Loan de

Fontbrune”. Cai tiéu dé qua thu hut, cung
v6i phan dan dat bat dau bang héi tic ciia cu Vuong
Hoéng Sén - mot tén tudi lay ling trong lang choi do cé,
ma khi ké lai ky niém vé nhan vat déc biét nay, van vo
cung né trong. Hién ba dang séng tai Phap, nhung van
cé cac hoat dong chuyén moén gén lién véi cac gia tri
truyén thong ctia van hoa Viét Nam.

Con duong tré thanh mot chuyén gia nghién cuu va
suu tap nghé thuat ctia ba Loan de Fontbrune la mét
chang ducng dai. Tu nhé ba da thich my thuat, doc
sach, hoc vé, hoc dan piano. Nam 1979 do gia dinh co
quéc tich Phap tur doi 6ng noi, nén tré vé Phap. Sau do
ba tiép tuc hoc 6 Vién Ngon ngl va Van minh phuong
Dbong (Paris), réi tiép tuc gide mo véi nghé thuat: hoc
lich st my thuat tai Ecole du Louvre, Institut d’Art et
d’Archéologie Michelet, Sorbonne...

Luc do, 6 Phap rat it va gan nhu khong cé ngusi
chuyén vé van héa Viét. Balam viéc 6 vi tri nhan vién
dac cach cho bao tang quéc gia Musée National des
Arts Asiatiques Guimet. Trong thoi gian lam tai day,
ba viét nhiéu bai vé dé su
ky kiéu cung dinh Hué, cac
lang tAm triéu Nguyén,
thuyét trinh vé vian hoa
Viét... Cling chinh nho ¢c6
co hoi dugce cac bao tang
Lich stt Tu nhién (Paris),
bao tang qudc gia vé gém
su Musée National de la
céramique a Sevres, bao
tang gém su Limoges... nho
giam dinh hién vat ma ba
da tim dugc nhiéu dé c6
Viét 6 day, nhu bo dé tra
Bat Trang ma phai doan
di st ctia cu Phan Thanh
Gian da tang cho bao tang
Seévres, hay nhiéu mon gém
men lam Hué cua cu Vuong
Hoéng Sén hién ting bao
tang Guimet...

Nguoi dan ba cZep
SUU TAP
CAIDEP

TRONG GIOI NGHIEN CUU VA
SUU TAP NGHE THUAT THE GIO],
TEN TUOI CHUYEN GIA - NHA SUU TAP
LOAN DE FONTBRUNE BUQC
BIET PEN VOI SUNE TRONG.
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it ngusi biét rang chinh ba Loan de Fontbrune ¢
vai tro déc biét trong viéc thuc ddy Luat Di san ra doi.
Ba tiing ho tro Bao tang Hoang gia Bi t6 chtic cudc trién
1am dau tién é nuée ngoai vé my thuat Viét Nam. Dy an
nay phai mat 10 nam mdi thanh hién thuc. D€ dua ca
tram hién vat quy di trién lam, Quéc hoi Viet Nam phai
ra Luat Di san Van hoéa, va nho do, sau nay méi c6 nhing
cuoc trién 1am ké tiép trén thé gisi va viéc suu tap do co
Viét Nam dugc chinh thuc thiia nhan. Ba cling t6 chtic
tai Paris trién 1am dau tién vé truong My thuat Pong
Duong va mot sé trién lam khac nhu “Quan hé Viét Nam
- Phap qua 4 thé ky”, “Nhing nha nhi€p anh dau tién
ngusi Phap & Viet Nam”..

Nhung co duyén dua ba Loan de Fontbrune dén
v6i viée suu tap my thuat maéi that la cau chuyén thu
vi. Nhiing ngay dau sang Phap khi méi d6i muoi, trong
hanh trang mang theo ba quy nhat la ba buc tranh lua
ctia hoa si Tt Duyén va bén buc tranh nhé xiu bang nga
ctia hoa st D6i Ngoan Quan. Roi trong lan t6 chtic trién
lam vé truong My thuat Bong Duong, tinh ¢ ba tim ra
dugc trong kho mot buc tranh tuyét dep cia danh hoa
Nguyén Phan Chanh dudc tu nhan hién tang, nhung luc
do khong biét tac gia la ai. Vi ba, méi hién vat, moi téc
phdm déu nhu ¢6 linh hoén, coé lich st, ¢6 cau chuyeén.

Ba luén mudn tim hiéu va
nghién ctu sau dé biét
thém dugc nhiéu diéu thu
vi, di tim cau tra loi... Sau
nay, khi da lap gia dinh, ba
lai duge chong la nguosi co
chuyén moén ho trg nén ba
bat dau suu tap tranh Viét
Nam ma cach nay hon 25
nam it ai quan tam.

Clng tu do, bo suu tap
nghé thuat cia ba nhiéu
dan lén, chu yéu dugce thu
thap tu cac cudc ddu gia,
chg dé6 c6, cac phong tranh
& khap noi. Hién vat nhiéu
1dm, tu tranh tugng dén
séch quy, do6 c6 céc thai ky.
Tiéeu chi chon cua bala quy
hiém, co gia tri lich st, dep,
va toan ven.
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“Lén déng” (lua, 63,5 x 87,5cm) - hoa si Nguyén Phan Chdnh (1892-1984)

“Cdnh qué” (son mai, 50 x 70cm) - hoa si Nguyén Quang Bdo

“Hdi rau” (lua, 66,5 x 50cm) - hoa sT Lé Phé (1907-2001)

Loan de Fontbrune

B6 suu tap tranh cta cac hoa si DPong Duong ctia ba hién
c6 khoang vai tram buic, c6 gan nhu day du cac hoa si
néi tiéng cia Viét Nam va Phap thsi dé. Cé nhiéu biic
dang gia nhu “Cac co6 gai uéng tra” ctia Vi Cao Bam;
“Hai c6 gai” ciia Mai Trung Thut; “Hoa dong riéng” cuia
Nguyén Tusng Lan (mét bc lua rat hiém cia hoa sinéi
tiéng nay). Cling cé nhiing buc tranh dep cua cac hoa

st it néi tiéng hon, nhung ba chon mua dé nghién cuu.
Mot vai biic tranh quy hiém nhat gin véi nhiing ky niém
dep khi di mua tranh, nhu buc “Lén déng” ctia danh
hoa Nguyén Phan Chanh. Von buc nay la qua cusi danh
cho vi hon thé ctia ngusi mua buc tranh, va ting dudce in
trong tap chi llllustration, s6 Noel 1932. Ba cu chti nhan
btic tranh, tén la Pierre Massé viét gidy dé lai buc tranh
cho ba. Ba that khong ngs co ngay minh tim lai duge

va sé httu buc tranh ngd da that lac tu lau nay. Ba nghi
dung hon, buc tranh da tim ra minh!

Ngoai b6 suu tap tranh quy gia ctia minh, ba Loan
de Fontbrune con “sé httu” mot cau chuyeén thu vi khac.
Do la ba tung doat ngoi vi Hoa hau A chau nam 22 tudi
do ngusi Hoa 6 Paris t6 chtic 1an dau 6 quan 5, salle
Maubert-Mutualité.

Hién tai, cudc song cua chuyén gia nghién ciu va
suu tap dac biét nay van hét stic ban ron véi cac du an
lién quan dén di san van hoa va nghé thuat Viét Nam.
Ba dang van dong cac nha hao tam tai trg cho bao tang
Cernuschi (Phap) dé trung tu cac hién vat van hoa cua
Viét Nam dé trung bay, dong thai tiép tuc nghién cuu va
gid6i thieu vé son mai Viét Nam.
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Art

A passion for

VIETNAMESE
BEAUTY

LOAN DE FONTBRUNE IS ONE OF
THE WORLD’S LEADING RESEARCHERS AND
COLLECTORS OF VIETNAMESE ART.

DO THI THAM

rance-based Loan de Fontbrune was
born in Vietnam and has carried a love
of Vietnamese art and culture into her
lifelong work as a leading academic
researcher and art collector.

As a child, de Fontbrune took an interest in art,
reading books, painting and learning the piano. In
1979, her family moved to France as they held French
citizenship from their grandfather’s generation. She
continued her education at the National Institute
for Oriental Languages and Civilizations in Paris
and pursued her dreams by studying art history at
the Ecole du Louvre, Institut d’Art et d’Archéologie
Michelet and the Sorbonne.

At that time, there were only a few experts on
Vietnamese culture in France. Loan de Fontbrune
worked as a special staff member for the Musée
National des Arts Asiatiques Guimet. During this
period, she wrote a number of articles on Hue imperial
ceramics and royal tombs of the Nguyen Dynasty and
gave presentations on Vietnamese culture.

Thanks to opportunities at the National Museum
of Natural History (Paris), the Musée National de
la céramique a Sévres and the Limoges National
Porcelain Museum to appraise their artifacts, she
encountered many Vietnamese antiques, such as
the Bat Trang tea set that the delegation led by Phan
Thanh Gian presented to the Sevres museum, and
Hue blue-glazed pottery items that Vuong Hong Sen
gave the Guimet Museum.
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“The Highlanders” (acrylic, 63.5 x 48.5 cm)
by André Maire (1898-1984)

De Fontbrune also played an important role in
helping bring about a legal framework for international
lending of Vietnam’s cultural artifacts, which came as
she was supporting the Royal Museums of Fine Arts
of Belgium to hold the first exhibition overseas on
Vietnamese art. This project took 10 years to be realized
and in order to bring hundreds of precious artifacts
to the exhibition, Vietnam’s National Assembly had to
issue the Law on Cultural Heritage, thanks to which
other exhibitions worldwide can follow with officially
recognized artifacts from Vietnam. De Fontbrune
also co-organized the first exhibition on the Indochina
College of Fine Arts and other notable exhibitions such
as “Vietnam-France Relations Over Four Centuries”
and “The First French Photographers in Vietnam.”

In addition to her research and curatorial work, de
Fontbrune became a prominent private collector of
Vietnamese art and artifacts. During her earliest days in
France, when she was just in her twenties, de Fontbrune
said that her most cherished possessions were three
silk paintings by Tu Duyen and four tiny ivory paintings
by Doi Ngoan Quan. Later, while she was preparing
for the exhibition on the Indochina College of Fine
Arts, she came across a wonderful painting by Nguyen
Phan Chanh in the storage of the museum. It had been
donated but at the time the museum did not know who
the painter was.

De Fontbrune has said that each artifact or artwork
seems to have its own soul, history and story, which
she always wants to learn more about. After getting
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married, Loan de Fontbrune received support from
her husband, who had professional expertise, and she
began collecting Vietnamese paintings, which were not
of high interest 25 years ago.

Since then, her collection has increased, from
paintings and statues to rare books and antiques of
different periods, acquired mainly from auctions,
antique markets and art galleries. Her criteria for
selection are rareness, historical value,
beauty and wholeness. Loan de
Fontbrune’s collection of paintings
by artists of the Indochina period
now has reached hundreds of
pieces, including almost every
famous painter from Vietnam and
France of that time. Her valuable
works include “Girls Drinking Tea”
by Vu Cao Dam; “Two Girls” by Mai
Trung Thu; and “Canna Flowers” by
Nguyen Tuong Lan, a very rare piece
on silk by this famous painter. There are
also fine pieces by lesser-known artists,
which she bought for research.

Rare discoveries include the work “La
Sorciére” by famed artist Nguyen Phan

Chanh. The piece was originally a wedding gift for the wife
of the buyer and was printed in the Christmas issue of the
French weekly newspaper Llllustration in 1932.

The owner of the painting, named Mrs. Pierre
Massé, wrote a certificate to transfer the ownership of
the painting to Loan de Fontbrune. The collector told
Massé that she had long known this name through the
footnote in the newspaper: “La Sorciére, collected by

P. Massé” and had never expected to find and
own this work of art, which had been thought
to be lost. “To be more exact, | think the
painting found me,” de Fontbrune said.
De Fontbrune can even claim a
beauty contest title in her collection,
as she won the Miss Asia title in a
competition organized by the Chinese
community in Paris.
Currently, she remains busy with
projects related to Vietnam’s cultural and
artistic heritage while helping to raise
funds for the Cernuschi Museum in
France to restore Vietnamese cultural
artifacts for display. She also continues
to research and present Vietnamese
lacquer. 2z

“A Lao Woman” (Copper, 24cm) - Bien Hoa College of Decorative Arts

“Meet-up” (lacquer, 60 x 110.5cm)
by Nguyen Tien Chung (1914-1976)

“Hue” (oil painting, 37 x 46.5cm)
by Henri Mége (1904-1984)

“Two Girls” (silk, 68.5 x 48.5cm)
by Mai Trung Thu (1906-1980)

“Fishing Village” (lacquer, 64 x 123cm) by Le Thy (1919-1961)
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